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Section 8.07 Home Occupation and Home Based Businesses in 
“Agricultural Districts” 

 8.07.01 Intent.  A Home Occupation or Home Based Businesses shall be permitted when 
said occupation or business is conducted on agriculturally used and/or zoned 
property and is considered customary, traditional, and incidental to the primary use 
of the premises as a residence, and shall not be construed as a business.   

 8.07.02 Procedure 
  1. Home Occupation in “Agricultural Districts” 

An application for a Home Occupation, within agriculturally zoned areas shall 
be made to the Boone County Zoning Administrator on a form provided. 
Said application shall be approved, provided the performance criteria are met.  

2. Home Based Businesses in “Agricultural Districts” 
Home Based Businesses shall require the completion and approval of a 
Conditional Use Permit. An application for a Home Based Business, within 
agriculturally zoned areas shall be made to the Boone County Zoning 
Administrator on a form provided. Specific Performance Standards shall be 
considered for the application by the Zoning Administrator.  

 8.07.03 Permitted Home Occupations in “Agricultural Districts” 
1. Workrooms for dressmaking, millinery, sewing, weaving, tailoring, ironing, 

washing, jewelry making, custom home furnishings work, carpentry work, and 
furniture e repair. 

2. Offices for professionals such as, but not limited to, attorneys, architects, 
engineers, planners, real estate agents, insurance, notary public, 
manufacturer’s representative, clergy, journalists, painters, photographers, 
dentists, doctors, draftspersons, insurance agents, accountants, editors, 
publishers, psychologists, contract management, graphic design, construction 
contractors, landscape design, surveyors, cleaning services, salespersons, and 
travel agents. 

3. Child Nurseries or Child Care.  
4. Personal services, including Barber and Beauty Shops (limited to one chair), 

manicure and pedicure shops, pet grooming, catering, and chauffeuring 
services. 

5. Instructional services, including music, dance, art and craft classes and 
tutoring. 

6.  Repair services, including watch and clock, small appliances, computers, 
electronic devices, lawnmowers including engines, and motor vehicles (limited to 
no more than two (2) at one time).  

7. Offices and shops in association to one another, including motorized and 
non-motorized racing vehicles, construction services with equipment storage 
and maintenance, monument sales and engraving, freight hauling with 
equipment storage and maintenance (not including warehousing of freight), 
aerial spraying with equipment storage and maintenance, welding, and 
excavating services with equipment storage and maintenance. 

8. Warehousing and storage of products associated with agri-businesses, 
including seed sales, fertilizer sales (as allowed by state and federal 
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regulations), and herbicide and pesticide sales (as allowed by state and federal 
regulations).  

9. Distribution and sales of products such as cosmetics, home/health care 
products, mail order, and other similar uses. 

10. Offices for services provided outside the home such as lawn care, snow 
removal, and other similar uses. 

11. Kennels and riding stables, veterinarian clinics/hospitals. 
 8.07.04 Prohibited Home Occupations in “Agricultural Districts” 

1.  Medical and dental clinics, hospitals. 
2. Restaurants, clubs, drinking establishments. 
3. Undertaking and funeral parlors. 
4. Adult Entertainment Uses 

 8.07.05 Performance Standards for Home Occupations in “Agricultural Districts” 
1. The primary use of the structure or dwelling unit shall remain residential and 

the operator of the home occupation shall remain a resident in the dwelling 
unit. 

2. The operator conducting the home occupation shall be the sole entrepreneur, 
and the operator shall employ only one additional persons other than a 
member of the immediate family residing on the premises.   

3. No structural additions, enlargements, or exterior alterations changing the 
residential appearance to a business appearance shall be permitted. 

4. No more than 25 percent of the floor area of any one story of the dwelling 
unit shall be devoted to such home occupation when contained within the 
principal structure. 

5. Home occupations may be located within an accessory structure including 
machine sheds, barns, and garages. Said accessory structure shall be required 
to meet all pertinent State codes for Life Safety including electrical wiring 
depending upon the nature of the business. 

6. When a home occupation is located in an accessory structure there shall not 
be any additional storage allowed in the open. All storage shall be contained 
within appropriate facilities and out of site. 

7. Home occupations focused on repairs and maintenance of vehicles and 
motors shall not be allowed to storage damaged, unlicensed, salvaged, 
vehicles or parts on site and outside the structure where said home 
occupations are taking place. 

8. When storage of chemicals associated with agricultural businesses are stored 
on site, the storage shall comply with all state and Federal regulations and 
shall be kept in a place that is secured, dry and locked from general access.   

9. Additional and/or separate entrance(s) that do not match the residential 
structural design shall not be constructed for the purpose of conducting the 
home occupation or home based business. 

10. Additional off-street parking or loading facilities, including additional 
driveway construction, other than the requirements for the permitted 
residence, shall be permitted. 

11. The display of goods and/or external evidence of the home occupation shall 
not be permitted, except for one non-animated, non-illuminated, non-flashing 
announcement plate, indicating not more than the name and address of the 
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resident and business.  Said plate shall be attached flat against the wall of the 
residence and shall not exceed 12 sq. ft. in total surface area. 

12. No offensive noise, vibration, smoke, odor, heat, or glare shall be noticeable 
at or beyond the property line. 

13. No electrical or mechanical equipment shall interfere with local radio 
communications and television reception, or cause fluctuation in line voltage 
off the premises. 

14. All businesses related to Child Care Homes and Child Care Centers shall be in 
accordance with Iowa Administrative Code. 

 8.07.06 Permitted Home Based Businesses in “Agricultural Districts” 
1. Workrooms for dressmaking, millinery, sewing, weaving, tailoring, ironing, 

washing, jewelry making, custom home furnishings work, carpentry work, and 
furniture repair. 

2. Offices for professionals such as, but not limited to, attorneys, architects, engineers, 
planners, real estate agents, insurance, notary public, manufacturer’s representative, 
clergy, journalists, painters, photographers, dentists, doctors, draftspersons, insurance 
agents, accountants, editors, publishers, psychologists, contract management, graphic 
design, construction contractors, landscape design, surveyors, cleaning services, 
salespersons, and travel agents. 

3. Child Nurseries or Child Care.  
4. Personal services, including Barber and Beauty Shops (limited to one chair), 

manicure and pedicure shops, pet grooming, catering, and chauffeuring 
services. 

5. Instructional services, including music, dance, art and craft classes and 
tutoring. 

6.  Repair services, including watch and clock, small appliances, computers, 
electronic devices, lawnmowers including engines, and motor vehicles (limited 
to no more than two at one time).  

7. Offices and shops in association to one another, including motorized and 
non-motorized racing vehicles, construction services with equipment storage 
and maintenance, monument sales and engraving, freight hauling with 
equipment storage and maintenance (not including warehousing of freight), 
aerial spraying with equipment storage and maintenance, welding, and 
excavating services with equipment storage and maintenance. 

8. Warehousing and storage of products associated with agri-businesses, 
including seed sales, fertilizer sales (as allowed by state and federal 
regulations), and herbicide and pesticide sales (as allowed by state and federal 
regulations).  

9. Distribution and sales of products such as cosmetics, home/health care products, 
mail order, and other similar uses. 

10. Offices for services provided outside the home such as lawn care, snow 
removal, and other similar uses. 

11. Kennels, riding stables, veterinarian clinics/hospitals. 
  8.07.07 Prohibited Home Based Business in “Agricultural Districts” 

1.  Medical and dental clinics, hospitals. 
2. Restaurants, clubs, drinking establishments. 
3. Undertaking and funeral parlors. 
4. Adult Entertainment Uses. 
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  8.07.08 Performance Standards for Home Based Businesses in “Agricultural 
Districts” 

1. The primary use of the structure or dwelling unit shall remain residential and 
the operator of the home based business shall remain a resident in the 
dwelling unit. 

2. The operator conducting the home based business shall be the sole 
entrepreneur. However, the operator may employ immediate family members 
residing on the premises, as well as, an additional two unrelated individuals 
for purposes of conducting business.  

3. Structural additions, enlargements, or exterior alterations may be completed 
in order to provide space for the home based business. Any alterations and 
additions are limited to a one time expansion and shall be limited to 25 
percent of the floor area of the main floor at the time of application. All 
alterations and additions shall meet all building and zoning criteria of Boone 
County. 

4. No more than 25 percent of the floor area of any one story of the dwelling 
unit shall be devoted to such home based business when contained within the 
principal structure. 

5. Home based businesses may be located within an accessory structure 
including machine sheds, barns, and garages. Said accessory structure shall be 
required to meet all pertinent State codes for Life Safety including electrical 
wiring depending upon the nature of the business. 

6. When a home based business is located in an accessory structure there shall 
not be any additional storage allowed in the open. All storage shall be 
contained within appropriate facilities and out of site. 

7. Home based businesses focused on repairs and maintenance of vehicles and 
motors shall not be allowed to storage damaged, unlicensed, salvaged, 
vehicles or parts on site and outside the structure where said home based 
business is taking place. 

8. When storage of chemicals associated with agricultural businesses are stored 
on site, the storage shall comply with all state and Federal regulations and 
shall be kept in a place that is secured, dry and locked from general access.   

9. All alterations and additions shall be completed in a manner that matches the 
existing structure and shall have a residential appearance to the exterior. All 
separate entrance(s) shall be discrete and match the residential design. 

10. Additional off-street parking or loading facilities, beyond the parking 
provided for the residence, shall be provided and shall meet the following 
standards: 
A. Two additional spaces for the unrelated employees; 
B. Two additional spaces to be used for client/visitor parking; 
C. The additional parking required in items (a) and (b) shall not be 

provided in any required Front, Side or Rear Yard setback; 
D. All additional parking and loading spaces shall be screened using 

landscaping materials and opaque privacy fencing not more than six 
feet in height; 

E. Applicant shall not relocate parking for the residence into any Front, 
Side or Rear Yard Setback in order to provide the additional parking. 
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F. All new off-street parking is encouraged to be toward the rear yard 
portion of the property and screened from view from the street.  

11. The display of goods and/or external evidence of the home based business 
shall not be permitted, except for one non-animated, non-illuminated, non-
flashing announcement plate, indicating not more than the name and address 
of the resident and business.  Said plate shall be attached flat against the wall 
of the residence and shall not exceed 12 sq. ft. in total surface area. 

12. No offensive noise, vibration, smoke, odor, heat, or glare shall be noticeable 
at or beyond the property line. 

13. No electrical or mechanical equipment shall interfere with local radio 
communications and television reception, or cause fluctuation in line voltage 
off the premises. 

14. All businesses related to Child Care Homes and Child Care Centers shall be in 
accordance with Iowa Administrative Code. 

 8.07.08 Revocation 
1. Conditions.  A home occupation and home based business permit granted in 

accordance with the provisions of this section may be terminated if the 
Zoning Administrator makes any of the following findings: 

A. That any condition of the home occupation or home based 
business permit has been violated;  

B.   That the use has become detrimental to the public health or safety 
or is deemed to constitute a nuisance; 

C. That the permit was obtained by misrepresentation or fraud; 
D.   That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or has 

been suspended for six consecutive months or more; and  
E.   That the condition of the premises, or the district of which it is a 

part, has changed so that the use may no longer be justified under 
the purpose and intent of this section. 

2. Appeal.  Within five working days of a revocation, an appeal may be made to 
the Boone County Board of Adjustment.  The Zoning Administrator within 
ten working days of the receipt of an appeal of his or her revocation actions, 
shall report his or her findings of fact and decision to the Boone County 
Board of Adjustment.  The Boone County Board of Adjustment shall 
determine the facts and may revoke, modify or allow to remain unchanged 
the home occupation or home based business permit in accordance with the 
Board’s final determination. 

3.   Nontransferable.  A home occupation or home based business permit granted 
in accordance with the provisions of this article shall not be transferred, assigned, 
nor used by any person other than the permittee, nor shall such permit authorize such home 
occupation at any location other than the one for which the permit is granted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


