Proper Septic System Care Can Save You Money

By attending a free class you can learn how to take care of your septic system, protect your family’s health, and improve the environment. Class attendees will also receive a free copy of the Iowa DNR publication “Residential Onsite Wastewater treatment – An Overview” which provides more information about the operation and care of your septic system.

Proper septic system operation and maintenance can save homeowners money while protecting the environment. With proper maintenance septic systems can effectively treat wastewater for 20, 30, or more years. Improper maintenance can lead to system failure and the need for expensive repairs in 10 years or less. It is much cheaper to pump a septic tank on a regular basis, monitor water use, and regulate products that go down the drain than it is to replace a septic system drain field. 
Additionally, properly designed, constructed, operated, and maintained septic systems reduce the levels of fecal coliform bacteria and nutrients discharged into our streams and groundwater.  Elevated levels of fecal coliform bacteria from human wastes are of special concern due to potential human health risks.

Boone County residents are invited to an Operation and Maintenance of Septic Systems class on the evening of Tuesday, November 18, 2008 to learn more about the proper treatment of human wastewater. The one and one-half hour class begins at 7 p.m. and will be held at the Boone County Fairgrounds Community Building (1601 Industrial Park Road, Boone, Iowa 50036). Mike Salati Sr., Boone County Sanitarian and Code Enforcement Officer, will discuss the following topics at the class:

· Rationale for treating human wastewater

· Types of Septic Systems and typical problems
· Septic system maintenance (or how you can save big money through proper maintenance)
· Percolation tests and obtaining a Septic System permit
There is no fee for the seminar. Coffee and snacks will be provided. Additionally, each attendee will receive a free Boone County H.O.M.E. Seminar Sports Water Bottle.
The seminar is co-sponsored by the Boone County Health and Sanitation Department and the Iowa State University Extension. 
